He said that the Soviet science of agricultural machine
building was the most advanced in the world. This science
was founded by Academician V. P. Goryachkin, and its
specific feature is that it is based not only on technical calcu-
lations, but also on agrobiology.
Soviet designers have turned out hundreds of amazing
machines. Some of them seem to be endowed with the finest
sense of touch, even hearing and sight. One of them finds
in a heap of grain the barely discernible seeds of weeds.
Another sucks the cotton from the cotton bolls. The third
seeks out unopened ccHton bolls. A fourth plants seedlings,
levels the ground around them and waters them. Machines
destroy caterpillars, check the invasion of locusts, plant
trees and potatoes, hoe sugar beets, weed, hoe and care-
fully loosen the soil around tender shoots. A multitude
of these clever mechanical craftsmen! And what human
inventiveness lies in their powerful hands, and in the flexible
joints of their hundreds of nimble fingers!
The Soviet science of agricultural machine building
has produced the most perfect plough and a harvester com-
bine that reaps near the root and does not scatter weed seed
over the field. This science, which has designed hundreds of
"ingenious" machines, has solved the problem of the complete
mechanization of harvesting and autumn fallow ploughing
("as Academician Williams insisted on," explained Comrade
Vasilenko). Extensive tests have already been made of the
"complex" method of combine harvesting and autumn fallow
ploughing. Only on the basis of the Michurin theory of the
development of plants and animals could the Soviet science
of agricultural machine building achieve these astonishing
successes.
After speaking about the mechanization of perennial
grass growing, which, as is known, is an important compo-
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